
Glossary:Reference
period Statistics Explained

Source : Statistics Explained (https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statisticsexplained/) - 07/07/2021 1

A reference period is the time period for which statistical results are collected or calculated and to which, as
a result, these values refer. The time period may be either a calendar year ( reference year ), a fiscal year, a
semester, a quarter, a month and even a day.

Some data, like population variables, relate to one specific time, a reference time point (e.g. a specific
day, population on the 1st of January).

The reference period should be distinguished from the publication time , the period or point in time at
which the statistical data are published. The publication year of statistical results may be significantly later
than the reference year for which they were collected.

Further information
• Handbook on Data Quality - Assessment Methods and Tools

Related concepts
• Time coverage

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Data
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64157/4373903/05-Handbook-on-data-quality-assessment-methods-and-tools.pdf/c8bbb146-4d59-4a69-b7c4-218c43952214
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Time_coverage
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